
 William Cobbett Bulletin 9th October 
2026 

Message from Mr Stear 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

For this week's bulletin, I wanted to share an article from a renowned educator, which I 

think has some really interesting points for us all to consider.  I hope you enjoy it and have 

a wonderful weekend when you get there. 

Mr Stear and all at WCPS 

Big idea 🍉 

In many ways, our modern world is a miracle. BUT... there's also a lot that isn't quite 

working. Much of which is the result of a mismatch between our evolved instincts and our 

modern environment. Let's explore one of the biggest of these... 

For almost all of human history, nearly everything we needed to survive came with a cost 

attached. Calories had to be hunted and carried. Entertainment had to be made and 

remembered. 

As a result, we evolved to conserve effort wherever we could. When food was scarce, 

every bit of energy mattered, and spending it unnecessarily was a real risk. 

Today, that effort has been almost entirely stripped away. Calories arrive at our door, cars 

ferry us around, and entertainment lives in our pockets. 

But our instincts haven't changed, and so we find ourselves taking the easy option, over 

and over again. 

This can feel good (because of our programming), BUT the problem is... effort is how we 

grow. Our bodies get stronger from stressing our muscles. Our minds become more 

resilient when we're pushed to do hard things. We’ve seen this in classrooms. Children 

remember far more after testing themselves than after rereading... despite rereading 

feeling more effective. 

AND, the cost of all this is easy to miss. Nobody notices the strength or skill they never 

built... or the confidence they never grew. 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.V4Ye9rkjqc5qfith_vonJWBLFbFczxcwNOOFCx0W2xRU_aLjjrwwsnYrlzraVrxMdsN3h7GL0IBuLerCD04OX_rZ3Breq2Mdj_2NMjO6w1qx3mkoFtxEAAWfgzzjq4klHEUFDLRuxROVkxkDEgLAGIfg82xTKysZk4On-TzqTvphOOVZS43ZsBMJfo0CgjL-nkwFsPDF5XzbvaGHvnj5jbvu4aaJ6KQ9pGqH7rEAE0nnAjM8G4GR0mGFKLLUg0msbWh17l6FtiPq8qYIoYSh35A2YDmSA82BiSOHIaKTeJDTO3rwtjaN0tocXYEkUgCkzUsArf71NGqLNEtNtCGU5uxm18kPeluapTRzezBDK9ks3TUZsFN8tFZVqzaetdpDF1mu4SvTNmDRV0b29bN-0S5Lsp-41wxc6onmIK4SWyiFTI_j5OJ97w5BhyPmR7wE-XRsN3iQkvdxcSqlIr-ryXKThMlRqsDDbDevHM3ptZYaFuM5miJByJTBPLq4UXDp-m4TOE93OvRpWSHwZu7JFcn4l3Z9LqQT2r7VxkOEd1YiUbxkxdteYl_FXLR1kydPBkFqGhwrDXnokDMnPyWmGsmeZ_kMI4mVm486ZddO1d4oHjaoWDGzDMeDv_Fy3-ffP85xO0ehPAhKEt-TX1FHsJGxxiqG_8hgBK8apZ22X7lC4-Woi1U6q6o1DS6lZbRWjx2PK7uKMHen6I575RZa0N0b0nN2i7JRR10-DtbZujk/4up/fkEnHXG8QcKtoawVfpSffA/h1/h001.r2I-qLbEj2b8MNXmM4tWWJ6NoPzB5Y3vnwcAaMduhxM
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.V4Ye9rkjqc5qfith_vonJWBLFbFczxcwNOOFCx0W2xRU_aLjjrwwsnYrlzraVrxMdsN3h7GL0IBuLerCD04OX_rZ3Breq2Mdj_2NMjO6w1qx3mkoFtxEAAWfgzzjq4klHEUFDLRuxROVkxkDEgLAGIfg82xTKysZk4On-TzqTvphOOVZS43ZsBMJfo0CgjL-nkwFsPDF5XzbvaGHvnj5jbvu4aaJ6KQ9pGqH7rEAE0nnAjM8G4GR0mGFKLLUg0msbWh17l6FtiPq8qYIoYSh35A2YDmSA82BiSOHIaKTeJDTO3rwtjaN0tocXYEkUgCkzUsArf71NGqLNEtNtCGU5uxm18kPeluapTRzezBDK9ks3TUZsFN8tFZVqzaetdpDF1mu4SvTNmDRV0b29bN-0S5Lsp-41wxc6onmIK4SWyiFTI_j5OJ97w5BhyPmR7wE-XRsN3iQkvdxcSqlIr-ryXKThMlRqsDDbDevHM3ptZYaFuM5miJByJTBPLq4UXDp-m4TOE93OvRpWSHwZu7JFcn4l3Z9LqQT2r7VxkOEd1YiUbxkxdteYl_FXLR1kydPBkFqGhwrDXnokDMnPyWmGsmeZ_kMI4mVm486ZddO1d4oHjaoWDGzDMeDv_Fy3-ffP85xO0ehPAhKEt-TX1FHsJGxxiqG_8hgBK8apZ22X7lC4-Woi1U6q6o1DS6lZbRWjx2PK7uKMHen6I575RZa0N0b0nN2i7JRR10-DtbZujk/4up/fkEnHXG8QcKtoawVfpSffA/h1/h001.r2I-qLbEj2b8MNXmM4tWWJ6NoPzB5Y3vnwcAaMduhxM
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.AbGFiaKlPyCUxT303qzJf3E4TNhJj4NrVXTV2I4wRNqkZgZLQCoOXi08rOYGMku59Cmbmpy0J8EqmwHYyfT_fCnWGgAOOIGuBL8oO1vZTTCNmuYuNAjbGaJAO3FStCDFzNm0Q8Lj2OsClTuCYTwHfoak3UzMUNb9UxBV8RtTZsJZNOFEPd84BhDqGo1C0UnxzfKl9Kp7dlYVnoyL6V75e6JB1qZyqqGcDQ8gUw-5NCqb_ybnuL5uTlbvKjxxRCzj/4up/fkEnHXG8QcKtoawVfpSffA/h2/h001.6Z2thGW6HtRRJxT6SEMarwnV62PQkESYmQSz8dZzyKo
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.AbGFiaKlPyCUxT303qzJf3E4TNhJj4NrVXTV2I4wRNqkZgZLQCoOXi08rOYGMku59Cmbmpy0J8EqmwHYyfT_fCnWGgAOOIGuBL8oO1vZTTCNmuYuNAjbGaJAO3FStCDFzNm0Q8Lj2OsClTuCYTwHfoak3UzMUNb9UxBV8RtTZsJZNOFEPd84BhDqGo1C0UnxzfKl9Kp7dlYVnoyL6V75e6JB1qZyqqGcDQ8gUw-5NCqb_ybnuL5uTlbvKjxxRCzj/4up/fkEnHXG8QcKtoawVfpSffA/h2/h001.6Z2thGW6HtRRJxT6SEMarwnV62PQkESYmQSz8dZzyKo
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.AbGFiaKlPyCUxT303qzJf3E4TNhJj4NrVXTV2I4wRNqkZgZLQCoOXi08rOYGMku5dEhOkRGhYumC9KTtSDvehrirJODfElknYl_Aq23S0zX96CUBBP1FmTyTATGcznR23HsBQkhq86X8f45wXbhIvyf1T9klwKSJtCAw5vfBBavuFyIio9V109D6WXpZEHNcAsodOULhpzsrRnOIdkUHeYmOTCWB6LN_Me81W5hNSj-yzNRhtR50ylQz35tMWq04/4up/fkEnHXG8QcKtoawVfpSffA/h3/h001.HG-nZDBSwiv9k4H_MIdJWdYJnNlXKBjhdNKsSvkQnwA


Easy calories, easy dopamine... these are the ultimate fruits of modern civilisation. But in 

delivering them, we have inadvertently removed the very thing that made us so powerful: 

effort and challenge. 

And so, collectively, it may well be time to start putting some of this back, on purpose (in a 

very careful way obviously). Which is not going to be easy... but that's kind of the point.  I 

firmly believe this should be a central part of both my parenting and teaching, and 

therefore will try to remember this with my own children.  Appropriately pushing them to 

achieve something that requires effort and maybe they didn't think was possible.  

   

Summary 

• Modern life has removed much of the effort required to meet our survival needs, 

making taking the easy option the default. 

• Unfortunately, choosing the easy option means missing out on the effort and 

challenge we need to grow and become resilient. 

• Across society, we must correct for this by deliberately pushing youngsters to do 

hard things. 

 



Attendance 

 

Curriculum Overviews 

Every term, we create an overview of each year group’s curriculum for the term which 

outlines what the children will be learning in each curriculum area.  

These can be found on the website by going to ‘Year Group Information’ under 

‘Learning’,  selecting the relevant year group and then choosing ‘Termly Curriculum 

Overviews’ or following the links below: 

Year R 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 

Kite 

Buzzard 

https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Year-R-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-1-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-2-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-3-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-4-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-5-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Learning/Year-6-Half-Termly-Curriculum-Overviews/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Kite/
https://www.william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk/Buzzard/


(Fox class follow the relevant year group R/1/2. Junior Woodlands have a two year cycle) 

Harvest Festival Donations 

William Cobbett is very pleased to be working with Farnham Foodbank again and giving 

our Harvest Festival donations to this local charity. If you can donate any in date non-

perishable food items or toiletries, please send them in with your child between Monday 

12th  and Friday 16th October. 

The donations go a long way to ensure the food bank can support people in the local 

community. 

All items are gratefully received but the food bank has asked for the following if possible: 

  Tinned tomatoes 

  Tinned vegetables such as peas and sweetcorn 

  Jams and spreads including marmite. No Peanut Butter please 

  Squash 

 

Thank you 

Y6 Secondary School Applications for September 2027  

Important Reminder 

If you have a child in Year 6, please remember that you need to apply for their secondary 

school place by 31 October 2026. We strongly encourage families to complete and submit 

their application as soon as possible rather than leaving it until the deadline. 

Please make sure you apply through your local authority and submit your application by 

the closing date. If you are unsure about the process, or need any help or advice, please 

contact your local authority’s admissions team as soon as possible. 

Please don’t leave it until the last minute. Late applications can cause unnecessary 

uncertainty and stress for children and their families and may affect the way an 

application is considered. 

Submitting your application on time will help to ensure that the transition to secondary 

school is as smooth as possible and will give you and your child greater peace of mind as 

you prepare for this important next step. 



COBWEB- Spooktacular Disco! 🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃 

The PTFA is delighted to announce the William Cobbett Spooktacular Disco 2026, and 

tickets are now on sale. 

Dance if you dare! Expect spooky games, Halloween lights, and all your favourite monster 

hits. Snacks are included. 

       Date: Thursday 22nd October 

     Entry: £3.50 per child, snacks included 

        Times: 

• Years 1 & 2: Infant Hall, 3.30-4.15pm 

• Years 3 & 4: Junior Hall, 3.30-4.30pm no 

• Years 5 & 6: Junior Hall, 4.45-5.45pm 

• Reception: please look out for separate communication 

     Book your tickets here : DISCO 

    Booking deadline: Wednesday 21st October @ 4pm 

We respectfully ask that all bookings are made by this date. This allows us to plan 

numbers, snacks and volunteer help, and we are unable to accept late bookings. 

Please note we are using a new booking system this year, which we hope you find very 

simple to use. If you have any trouble, please get in touch with us. 

          Fancy dress: friendly fancy dress only, please! To keep the evening fun for everyone, 

we ask that scary masks (including scream masks) are left at home. 

We can't wait to see all the creative costumes. Please book early so we can plan the snacks 

and make sure no one misses out. 

Many thanks for your support, 

COBWEB 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/william-cobbett-ptfa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=121546


 

Consultation on admission arrangements for Surrey's community 

and voluntary controlled schools for 2028 

Surrey County Council is consulting on proposed changes to admission arrangements for 

its community and voluntary controlled schools for September 2028 entry. 

 Full details of the consultation and the changes being proposed are available at 

Consultation on admission arrangements for Surrey's community and voluntary controlled 

schools for 2028 

Admissions 2027 

Year R 

We are trying to estimate the likely number of siblings who may be applying for a place in 

YR next year. It would be most helpful if current parents could let Mrs Stickland know if 

they have a child who will be starting with us in YR next September. Please email her at:   

infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk 

Thank you. 

https://engage.zencity.io/surrey-county-council/en-US/engagements/c1cf016b-0de8-4564-b495-fa46b0cb1399?utm_medium=referral
https://engage.zencity.io/surrey-county-council/en-US/engagements/c1cf016b-0de8-4564-b495-fa46b0cb1399?utm_medium=referral
mailto:infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk


Free Online Learning Courses 

 

Online Courses in Adult Learning - Surrey County Council 

  

Find an adult learning course - Surrey County Council 

 

Fundraising 

       Did you know you could be raising money for William Cobbett PTFA just by doing your 

normal online or in-store shopping? 

It's called **easyfundraising** and it genuinely costs you nothing extra – no catch! 

    Sign up free at easyfundraising.org.uk (or grab the app)    Select William Cobbett 

PTFA as your cause    Link your bank card (this lets in-store purchases count too, not just 

online!)    Shop as normal at 7,000+ retailers – Amazon, Tesco, John Lewis, Argos, ASOS 

and loads more 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/news/categories/adult-learning/online-courses#family
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses/search?category=FAMLRN&location=DST-ZOOM&started=1


That's it! The retailer donates a small % to us automatically – you don't pay a penny more, 

and you don't even need to remember to do anything once your card's linked. It just works 

in the background        

Every little helps add up over the year, and it's honestly the easiest way to support the 

PTFA. If everyone signed up, it could make a real difference to what we can do for the kids 

    

Click here to join William Cobbett PTFA Easy Fundraising today.  

Thank you!  

COBWEB 

Message from the Children's Commissioner 

I am getting in touch personally, as Children’s Commissioner, to ask for your help in making 

sure the children and young people at William Cobbett Primary School have the 

opportunity to take part in my national survey, The Big Future. 

So far, I have heard from 18 children at your school. With hundreds of thousands of 

children and young people already taking part across England, I would like to make sure as 

many of your pupils as possible have the opportunity to add their voices. 

The Big Future is asking children and young people about their lives, their experiences and 

their hopes for the future. I will be using what they tell me to build a national picture of 

what matters to children today and to ensure their views are heard by Government. 

The survey takes just a few minutes to complete and can be accessed here: 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/cobwebpta/x3gy2u/c2s/MtAb9Haa/EE953/facebook/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


Useful Information 

 

 



 

ADHD Awareness Month 

Some ADHD support you may find useful : 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/news/categories/families-and-young-

people/adhd-awareness-month,-support-in-surrey 

Dads Matter 

Dad Matters | Home-Start Surrey 

Farnham Glow  

We are hoping to show that cycling is popular if safe off road cycle tracks are provide such 

as along Weybourne Road. There is a very poor cycle track there now and it needs 

upgrading to make it safe and attractive. Then more people are likely to cycle to school 

with their children, reducing carbon usage, pollution and carbon emissions. Research has 

shown that children who take exercise before school are more able to sit down and learn 

in the classroom.  

So if we hope to persuade local councillors to accelerate the work to upgrade this cycle 

track to a good standard eg width.  



To achieve this, Farnham Cycle Campaign is organising a short Glow Ride on the evening of 

22nd of October to champion cycling issues for women and children at night. It is part of a 

national campaign by Cycling UK.   

https://www.cyclinguk.org/my-ride-our-right/mass-rides 

We would like to start the ride at your school and travel to Potters Gate along the largely 

off-road route through Farnham Park and then turn around to Potters Gate and cycle back 

again. It should be a fun event and we would encourage children and parents to dress up 

their bikes with lights. 

Upcoming Dates 

October 

• Monday 12th -Friday 16th - Harvest Donations Welcome 

• Thursday 15th - Badger class- Mastering Math Workshop- 8.50am 

• Friday 16th - Otter class - Mastering Math Workshop - 8.50am 

• Friday 16th - Y4 Harvest Assembly-10am 

• Friday 16th- COBWEB-Sponsored Bounce- Infants- PM 

• Wednesday 21st- DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR TICKETS FOR THE DISCO-4PM & XMAS 

ARTWORK MUST BE RETURNED TODAY PLEASE 

• Thursday 22nd - COBWEB Disco (Times on Poster above) 

• Friday 23rd- Year R Mastering Number Workshop- 8.50am 

• Monday 26- Friday 30th - Half Term 

November 

• Thursday 19th- Whole School Flu Vaccinations and Year R & Y6 National Child 

Measurement Programme 

• Thursday 26th and Friday 27th- School Closed- WMAT Wellbeing Weekend 

December  

• Friday 18th- End of Term-Early Finish- 1.15pm-Infants and 1.20pm-Juniors 

https://www.cyclinguk.org/my-ride-our-right/mass-rides


January 

Monday 4th-Start of Spring Term 

Term Dates 2026-27 

 

Inset Days 2026-27 

• Friday 19th March 2027 

• Friday 28th May 2027 

• Friday 25th June 2027 

WMAT Wellbeing Weekend (school closed) - Thursday 26th & Friday 27th November 



Events Locally 

 

I have a communal painting workshop at Alice Holt Forest on Sunday 18th October, which 

children are very welcome to join, as well as an autumnal embroidery workshop in the 

afternoon, suitable for children aged 7+. 

I wondered if you might be happy to share the attached flyer with your parent community — 

perhaps in your newsletter or on your Facebook/Instagram page? I’d be so grateful for any 

help getting the word out! 

I’m also offering 15% off for your families with the code FRIENDS15. (Booking available on 

my website)  

Thank you so much for supporting a local small business — I’d love to see some local families 

there!     



 

 



 

Half Term Activities 
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