
 William Cobbett Bulletin 25th 
September 2026 

Message from Mr Stear 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy Friday everyone!  I hope you and your children enjoyed the Wellbeing Day today, 

kindly organised by Sue Marsh our Home School Link Worker and supported by a range of 

different people offering their services.  Our wonderful PTA also contributed some funds 

to ensure it was an enjoyable and special day for all.   

I'd like to highlight the importance of regular school attendance - it is vital that pupils 

attend school each day.  Where children regularly miss days of school, it leaves gaps in 

their learning, causing difficulties further down the line.  I want the very best for every 

pupil that attends William Cobbett and hope you can support us in ensuring attendance 

remains a high priority.  WMAT sends out a weekly attendance overview, and I'm keen to 

see us rise in the rankings if at all possible! 

I have had the pleasure of visiting every classroom this week and have been impressed 

with some brilliant learning behaviours across the school, from Reception to Year 6.  Our 

infants had prospective parents visit and it was amazing to see the confidence of our 

children when interacting with them.  Next week it is our Year 3 prospective parents 

visiting and I'm hoping for more of the same! 

I hope you all have a good weekend! 

Mr Stear and all at WCPS 

Individual School Photos Monday 28th September 

• Monday 28th September - individual school photos - please can children wear 

smart school uniform, no PE kits please. 



Attendance 

 

 Infants 

Please check our notice board at the infants for any notices that may relate to your child's 

class. It often has reminders and information so please have a look as you walk past! 

Children should not play ball games on the field at the end of the day . As soon as you 

have collected your child, or junior children have met you at the infants, please leave the 

site promptly as the gate is shut at 3.30pm. Thank you. 

Medical Appointments 

If you need to take you child to an appointment, please provide the office with proof of 

appointment otherwise this will be marked as unauthorised. Thank you. 

Admissions 2027 

Year R 



We are trying to estimate the likely number of siblings who may be applying for a place in 

YR next year. It would be most helpful if current parents could let Mrs Stickland know if 

they have a child who will be starting with us in YR next September. Please email her at:   

infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk 

Thank you. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

A warm welcome to our new Year R and Year 3 families, and welcome back to everyone 

returning for the new school year. 

My name is Corrinne Bowers. I am both a Parent Governor and the school's representative 

for Smartphone Free Childhood (SFC). I wanted to share some information about the 

movement and signpost families who may be interested in finding out more. 

  

What is Smartphone Free Childhood? 

Smartphone Free Childhood is a parent-led movement that encourages families to delay 

giving children smartphones and access to social media. More than 350,000 parents have 

already joined. 

Families can learn more through the Smartphone Free Childhood website (Smartphone 

Free Childhood) and, if they wish, sign the Parent Pact to show their support The Parent 

Pact. 

Across Surrey, more than 11,000 families from over 500 schools have already signed. 

Here are some of our local representatives visiting Downing Street in June Farnham mums 

take smartphone fight to No 10 Downing Street | Farnham Herald 

  

What is happening at William Cobbett and within Weydon Multi Academy Trust? 

William Cobbett Primary School was already a smartphone-free school before joining 

Weydon Multi Academy Trust in July 2026. The Trust subsequently committed to becoming 

smartphone-free across all of its schools. 

  

Why are people concerned about smartphones and social media? 

Many parents, educators and researchers are concerned about the impact that 

smartphones and social media may have on children's wellbeing and mental health. 

mailto:infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://parentpact.app.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://parentpact.app.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.farnhamherald.com/news/farnham-mums-take-smartphone-fight-to-no-10-downing-street-919581
https://www.farnhamherald.com/news/farnham-mums-take-smartphone-fight-to-no-10-downing-street-919581


Research in this area continues to develop, and families may wish to explore the available 

evidence and make their own informed decisions. 

Further information can be found through Smartphone Free Childhood's evidence pages 

and the recent Institute for Fiscal Studies research on children's mental health and 

smartphone use. [https://if...tal-health] 

  

How can you get involved? 

If you are interested, you may wish to: 

• Sign the Parent Pact. 

• Explore the resources available through Smartphone Free Childhood. 

• Join the William Cobbett Primary School Smartphone Free Childhood WhatsApp group 

to receive updates, articles, research and information about local events 

Fundraising 

       Did you know you could be raising money for William Cobbett PTFA just by doing your 

normal online or in-store shopping? 

It's called **easyfundraising** and it genuinely costs you nothing extra – no catch! 

    Sign up free at easyfundraising.org.uk (or grab the app)    Select William Cobbett 

PTFA as your cause    Link your bank card (this lets in-store purchases count too, not just 

online!)    Shop as normal at 7,000+ retailers – Amazon, Tesco, John Lewis, Argos, ASOS 

and loads more 

That's it! The retailer donates a small % to us automatically – you don't pay a penny more, 

and you don't even need to remember to do anything once your card's linked. It just works 

in the background        

Every little helps add up over the year, and it's honestly the easiest way to support the 

PTFA. If everyone signed up, it could make a real difference to what we can do for the kids 

    

Click here to join William Cobbett PTFA Easy Fundraising today.  

Thank you!  

COBWEB 

https://ifs.org.uk/publications/smartphones-and-childrens-mental-health
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/cobwebpta/x3gy2u/c2s/MtAb9Haa/EE953/facebook/


Message from the Children's Commissioner 

I am getting in touch personally, as Children’s Commissioner, to ask for your help in making 

sure the children and young people at William Cobbett Primary School have the 

opportunity to take part in my national survey, The Big Future. 

So far, I have heard from 18 children at your school. With hundreds of thousands of 

children and young people already taking part across England, I would like to make sure as 

many of your pupils as possible have the opportunity to add their voices. 

The Big Future is asking children and young people about their lives, their experiences and 

their hopes for the future. I will be using what they tell me to build a national picture of 

what matters to children today and to ensure their views are heard by Government. 

The survey takes just a few minutes to complete and can be accessed here: 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 

Useful Information 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


 

 



Dads Matter 

Dad Matters | Home-Start Surrey 

Upcoming Dates 

September 

 

• Monday 28th- Individual School Photos- children in smart uniform please- no PE kits 

• Wednesday 30th- Y5 Fire Safety Training in class 

•  Wednesday 30th  - Y2 Multi-Skills - South Farnham School- 4-5pm 

October 

• Wednesday 7th - Y1 Multi-Skills- Potter Gate- 4-5pm 

• Friday 9th- Y2 -Mastering Math Workshop- 8:50am  

• Thursday 15th - Badger class- Mastering Math Workshop- 8.50am 

• Friday 16th - Otter class - Mastering Math Workshop - 8.50am 

• Friday 23rd- Year R Mastering Number Workshop- 8.50am 

• Monday 26- Friday 30th - Half Term 

November 

• Thursday 19th- Whole School Flu Vaccinations and Year R & Y6 National Child 

Measurement Programme 

• Thursday 26th and Friday 27th- School Closed- WMAT Wellbeing Weekend 



Term Dates 2026-27 

 

Inset Days 2026-27 

• Friday 19th March 2027 

• Friday 28th May 2027 

• Friday 25th June 2027 

WMAT Wellbeing Weekend (school closed) - Thursday 26th & Friday 27th November 



Events Locally 
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