William Cobbett Bulletin 25th
September 2026

Message from Mr Stear
Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy Friday everyone! | hope you and your children enjoyed the Wellbeing Day today,
kindly organised by Sue Marsh our Home School Link Worker and supported by a range of
different people offering their services. Our wonderful PTA also contributed some funds
to ensure it was an enjoyable and special day for all.

I'd like to highlight the importance of regular school attendance - it is vital that pupils
attend school each day. Where children regularly miss days of school, it leaves gaps in
their learning, causing difficulties further down the line. | want the very best for every
pupil that attends William Cobbett and hope you can support us in ensuring attendance
remains a high priority. WMAT sends out a weekly attendance overview, and I'm keen to
see us rise in the rankings if at all possible!

I have had the pleasure of visiting every classroom this week and have been impressed
with some brilliant learning behaviours across the school, from Reception to Year 6. Our
infants had prospective parents visit and it was amazing to see the confidence of our
children when interacting with them. Next week it is our Year 3 prospective parents
visiting and I'm hoping for more of the same!

I hope you all have a good weekend!

Mr Stear and all at WCPS

Individual School Photos Monday 28th September

e Monday 28th September - individual school photos - please can children wear
smart school uniform, no PE kits please.



Attendance

Children
withgood
attendance
aremore

than

twice

aslikelyto
pass their
Englishand
Maths
GCSEs compared
tothose

who are
persistently
absent.
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Infants

Please check our notice board at the infants for any notices that may relate to your child's
class. It often has reminders and information so please have a look as you walk past!

Children should not play ball games on the field at the end of the day . As soon as you
have collected your child, or junior children have met you at the infants, please leave the
site promptly as the gate is shut at 3.30pm. Thank you.

Medical Appointments

If you need to take you child to an appointment, please provide the office with proof of
appointment otherwise this will be marked as unauthorised. Thank you.

Admissions 2027

Year R



We are trying to estimate the likely number of siblings who may be applying for a place in
YR next year. It would be most helpful if current parents could let Mrs Stickland know if
they have a child who will be starting with us in YR next September. Please email her at:

infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk

Thank you.

Smartphone Free Childhood

A warm welcome to our new Year R and Year 3 families, and welcome back to everyone
returning for the new school year.

My name is Corrinne Bowers. | am both a Parent Governor and the school's representative
for Smartphone Free Childhood (SFC). | wanted to share some information about the
movement and signpost families who may be interested in finding out more.

What is Smartphone Free Childhood?

Smartphone Free Childhood is a parent-led movement that encourages families to delay
giving children smartphones and access to social media. More than 350,000 parents have
already joined.

Families can learn more through the Smartphone Free Childhood website (Smartphone
Free Childhood) and, if they wish, sign the Parent Pact to show their support The Parent

Pact.
Across Surrey, more than 11,000 families from over 500 schools have already signed.

Here are some of our local representatives visiting Downing Street in June Farnham mums

take smartphone fight to No 10 Downing Street | Farnham Herald

What is happening at William Cobbett and within Weydon Multi Academy Trust?

William Cobbett Primary School was already a smartphone-free school before joining
Weydon Multi Academy Trust in July 2026. The Trust subsequently committed to becoming
smartphone-free across all of its schools.

Why are people concerned about smartphones and social media?

Many parents, educators and researchers are concerned about the impact that
smartphones and social media may have on children's wellbeing and mental health.


mailto:infants@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://parentpact.app.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://parentpact.app.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.farnhamherald.com/news/farnham-mums-take-smartphone-fight-to-no-10-downing-street-919581
https://www.farnhamherald.com/news/farnham-mums-take-smartphone-fight-to-no-10-downing-street-919581

Research in this area continues to develop, and families may wish to explore the available
evidence and make their own informed decisions.

Further information can be found through Smartphone Free Childhood's evidence pages
and the recent Institute for Fiscal Studies research on children's mental health and
smartphone use. [https://if...tal-health]

How can you get involved?

If you are interested, you may wish to:

¢ Sign the Parent Pact.

¢ Explore the resources available through Smartphone Free Childhood.

¢ Join the William Cobbett Primary School Smartphone Free Childhood WhatsApp group
to receive updates, articles, research and information about local events

Fundraising

% Did you know you could be raising money for William Cobbett PTFA just by doing your
normal online or in-store shopping?

It's called **easyfundraising** and it genuinely costs you nothing extra — no catch!

Sign up free at easyfundraising.org.uk (or grab the app) Select William Cobbett
PTFA as your cause Link your bank card (this lets in-store purchases count too, not just
online!) Shop as normal at 7,000+ retailers — Amazon, Tesco, John Lewis, Argos, ASOS
and loads more

That's it! The retailer donates a small % to us automatically — you don't pay a penny more,
and you don't even need to remember to do anything once your card's linked. It just works

in the background &

Every little helps add up over the year, and it's honestly the easiest way to support the
PTFA. If everyone signed up, it could make a real difference to what we can do for the kids

\4

Click here to join William Cobbett PTFA Easy Fundraising today.
Thank youl!

COBWEB


https://ifs.org.uk/publications/smartphones-and-childrens-mental-health
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/cobwebpta/x3gy2u/c2s/MtAb9Haa/EE953/facebook/

Message from the Children's Commissioner

| am getting in touch personally, as Children’s Commissioner, to ask for your help in making
sure the children and young people at William Cobbett Primary School have the
opportunity to take part in my national survey, The Big Future.

So far, | have heard from 18 children at your school. With hundreds of thousands of
children and young people already taking part across England, | would like to make sure as
many of your pupils as possible have the opportunity to add their voices.

The Big Future is asking children and young people about their lives, their experiences and
their hopes for the future. | will be using what they tell me to build a national picture of
what matters to children today and to ensure their views are heard by Government.

The survey takes just a few minutes to complete and can be accessed here:
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

Useful Information

@

COUNTY COUNCIL

FAMILY LEARNING

Free Courses for
Parents and Carers

Book your free place toda

Course Areas

Support your child's

learning, wellbeing, and
development with our FREE
courses and workshops for
parents and carers.

Gain practical ideas, build
your confidence, and
discover effective ways to
help your child or young
person thrive at home, in
school, and
beyond.
Connect with
other parents
and carers
and book
your free
place today.

Scan the QR
code to enrol

@ surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning

@ 03002001044

. @ SAL.family.learning@surreycc.gov.uk

@ Parenting Build your understanding
of children’s and young people's
behaviour, emotional wellbeing,
anxiety, and mental health,
and learn practical ways to
support them.

© English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) Improve your
English skills while learning how to
support your child's education and
understand how the education
system in England works.

© Maths Explore the maths
methods used in primary schools
today and gain confidence in
supporting learning at home.

© Literacy and Reading Discover
how reading, writing, and English
are taught in schools today, and
learn ways to encourage literacy
and a love of reading at home.

‘ II
SURREY
ADULT
LEARNING


https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

g # Nurturing Parenting Course
8 week course

5W062@row Starting Mon 28th Sept 2026

WWW.SpaceLgronSpace

How to get the best out of family life

The course helps deal with day to day challenges, encouraging and supporting
parents & carers so that you can have a calmer, happier family life. Lots of
strategies are shared which help create a more calm, positive and peaceful
homelife
What does it cover?

* understanding why children behave as they do

« Recognising the feelings behind behaviour (ours & theirs)

« Exploring different approaches to discipline

¢ Finding ways to develop co-operation & self awareness in children

When?
Monday Evenings 6.30pm-8.30pm

Wk 1 - Mon 28 Sept Wk 5 - Mon 2 Nov
Wk 2 - Mon 5 Oct Wk 6 - Mon 9 Nov
Wk 3-Mon120ct Wk 7 - Mon 16 Nov
Wk 4 - Mon19 Oct Wk 8 - Mon 23 Nov

Where?

Hosted at space2grow, a community
project in a beautiful setting, thesessions
are informal, fun and a great confidence
booster

How to book?

To find out more about the course or to
book a place please email us at
info@theparentingspace.space

Want to know more about parenting courses at space2grow?
Visit our website www.space2grow.space/parenting-courses

Charity Registration Number: 1189248

WG
spocelgron Talking Teens Parenting Course

5 week course. Starting Thur 24th Sept 2026

What does it cover? qu;g I do an
* understanding why teenagers behave as #’lem
they do 2 2 argue /655?

¢ teenage development and the influence of
brain development on behaviour

e recognising the importance of listening, ooNn \
verbal, and non-verbal communication Pow Yo X
* positive approaches to boundary setting 10 W& Md(?z?

and problem-solving

When?
Weekly on Thursday Evenings 6.30-8.30pm

Wk 1 - Thur 24 Sept Wk 4 - Thur 15 Oct
Wk 2 - Thur 1 Oct Wk 5 - Thurs 22 Oct
Wk 3 - Thur 8 Oct

Where?

Hosted at space2grow, a community project
in a beautiful setting, the sessions are
informal, fun and a great confidence booster

How to book?

To find out more about the course or to book
a place please email us at
Info@theparentingspace.space

Want to know more?
Visit our website www.space2grow.space/parenting-courses

Charity Registration Number: 1189248




Dads Matter

Dad Matters | Home-Start Surrey

Upcoming Dates

September

e Monday 28th- Individual School Photos- children in smart uniform please- no PE kits
e Wednesday 30th- Y5 Fire Safety Training in class

e  Wednesday 30th - Y2 Multi-Skills - South Farnham School- 4-5pm

October
e Wednesday 7th - Y1 Multi-Skills- Potter Gate- 4-5pm
e Friday 9th- Y2 -Mastering Math Workshop- 8:50am
e Thursday 15th - Badger class- Mastering Math Workshop- 8.50am
e Friday 16th - Otter class - Mastering Math Workshop - 8.50am
e Friday 23rd- Year R Mastering Number Workshop- 8.50am

e Monday 26- Friday 30th - Half Term

November

e Thursday 19th- Whole School Flu Vaccinations and Year R & Y6 National Child
Measurement Programme

e Thursday 26th and Friday 27th- School Closed- WMAT Wellbeing Weekend



Term Dates 2026-27

Autumn term
i+
Start of term Half term End of term

Tuesday 1% September
(Children start Thursday 26th-30th October Friday 18" December
3 September)

INSET DAYS Tuesday 1+ September & Wednesday 2 September

'WMAT Wellbeing

Thursday 26" Novemper & Friday 27 November
‘Weekend (school closed)

Spring term
Start of term Half term End of term

Monday 4" January 2027 15th-19th February Thursday 25" March

INSET DAY Friday 19" March
Summer term
Start of term Half term End of term
Monday 12 April 31" May-4th June Friday 16™ July
Friday 26" May
INSET DAY
Friday 25" June

Inset Days 2026-27
e Friday 19th March 2027
e Friday 28th May 2027
e Friday 25th June 2027

WMAT Wellbeing Weekend (school closed) - Thursday 26th & Friday 27th November



Events Locally

Join us for a day of exciting performances, workshops and
drop-in activities for children of all ages.

circus pottery storytelling printmaking puppetry '
beat making art installations performance silent disco and more

Book selected events and browse the full programme on our website.

*admission includes most activities, with a small number of
performances and workshops ficketed separately (festival entry included).

4 ﬁree..‘basﬁ"
£11 per class

ALL HALLOWS SCHOOL:

For more details please contact Martina on 07814 576583
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JEF #

JUNIOR ELYSIAN
FARMERS ®

More than
a club.

A childhood
worth ,
investing in. \/
—— _({1)

Junior Elysian Farmers (JEF)
15 2 brand-new membership commundty for chidren
aged 6-12 who love animals, nature and the

great outdoors.

Ww -0n expenences, practical siills and
children build

hm-dnmd'npemhky while

becoming part of our welcoming farm community.

ANaMALS NATURE . FRENOSHPS ACHIEVEMINTS .
Care for horves nphare, Sncover Lo pracrest Mate ey Corn g Bt of 4 bt
s amms. 2nd renpact e courtrpaate bkt g ot ke and

e o i o e Sannge s pecreas —comeny Commty

Weeldy chubs, holiday activities, family events, camping weelends,
mm.—swnm-m.

ELYSIAN @ srondemiion | [ ewdurseaoy ey

EvinTs X

A childhood
9% outdoors, connected
and full of possibility. <

JUNIOR ELYSIAN JEF is 2 memberihip community where chidren

FARMERS @ ummwuu::..m:
practical learning — in a safe, rurturing
fun emvironment.

Mere, they're encouraged to explore,
learn, create and grow.

AS A JEF MEMBER, YOUR CHILD WILL...

SR ARONN::

EXPLORE NATURE MAXE FRIENDS LARN BADGES we
Cracover wicite, Bttty v | & HECOONITION o o
" i Cotntswe s erares o s g
P wma oy ot Ere— et g s e croste memaries
w0 wocacon et

WHAT'S INCLUDED?

e ———

WEEKLY CLUBS. ﬁ' BADGES & AWARDS.
Aot st 1t weenerd
A sl 257 venniy WHY PARENTS LOVE JEF
N of hande-on activeies. PoweR, eftert end V' Rest-le experiances hat buid confidence
s MOUIDAY FUN contridution. and reslence.
O g bty sctvnes
¥ proday ﬁﬁ AMEMSEN STNEAYS V' Screans down, fresh s upt
Prioctty bocking. eschase VA sate, well-supervised envirorment
g FAMLY DAYS with tatt
3 Froe ambers’ days soch actvises snd aceons g
Al ovms and speciel 1 1pacial offers. v Encourages resporabity, kindness
tamdy cvents and toamwrk.
CAMPING ADVENTURES. »* V' Memories that
Mermbers oty campog Branted clotnng g PSR R %
esperences. he JEF community | 3¢

Founding Members 2
3 2 Famibes poining during our launch
e GR code to v + Period wil become our Founding
Members and erjoy exchaive
{unch Denefts o our communty
s andt deveicpn

Ready o join us?

ELYSIAN @ = | (@) Yesrom i s

EvEnTs 45 Shamley Green, Surrey, GUS OTL
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