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Explore Learn Achieve
Message from Mrs Pritchard
It was heart-warming to see residential visits re-start this term. Year 4 had a wonderful time at PGL and
were a credit to the school. I know Year 6 are looking forward to their trip to the Isle of Wight after half
term. I am incredibly grateful to the staff, without whom these events would not take place.
The children have continued to work hard in school and I was so impressed by the calm and mature
manner demonstrated by our Year 6 children who took their SATs tests this term. They all tried their best
and we are very proud of them.
We finished our half term on a high with a whole-school Jubilee celebration. Children took part in some
jubilee-themed activities, both inside and out, and decorated (and ate) their own crown shaped biscuit.
The sun shone and the whole school came together to eat a picnic lunch on the field.
I hope that you all enjoy the half term, especially the extra bank holidays.
See you next term!

Year R
We have had a great half term learning about “Amazing Animals.” The children are now able to talk about
and describe different groups of animals. They know that wild animals are animals that can find their own
food and water, that dinosaurs were animals that lived a long time a go and that farm animals are kept to
provide us with food.
A highlight of our work on farms was our trip to Bocketts Farm. The children had a great day out, petting
small animals, looking at some sheep and their newly born lambs and many other animals. One of their
favourite experiences was the opportunity to go on a tractor ride. They all really enjoyed cheering on all of
the pigs during the pig race.
It was a great day and the children behaved beautifully, I was very proud of them.

Year 1
Badger Class have been learning about the sights and sounds of
London with lots of enthusiasm. They have learnt about key
landmarks and compared the busy city to our local area and the
countryside. The children were fascinated learning about The
Great Fire of London and gained an insight into how everyday life
has changed since 1666. The class have also been focusing on
improving their writing skills – it has been brilliant to see their
confidence grow as they become independent writers.

Year 2
Year 2 have had a brilliant half term. We have looked after our sunflower seeds and they are growing nicely.
We created scent bags decorated with patterns inspired by the artist William Morris.

Confederation Sports Events
On Thursday 12th May, a group of children from Badger Class along
with Year 1 children from other local schools enjoyed the opportunity
of taking part in a range of football activities. The William Cobbett
Year 6 sports leaders led the children in a friendly and organised way.
All children involved did our school proud!
Year 2 have taken part in 3 different sports festivals and YR are taking
part in a multiskills event after half term. These events are great fun
and we are grateful to the Farnham Confederation for organising them.

Farnham in Bloom
The Infant site Eco school councillors went to Farnham in Bloom
headquarters to create a William Cobbett sponsored hanging basket. The
hanging basket, with its plaque, will be displayed in Farnham Central
carpark. Please pop in and have a look if you’re in Farnham!

Transforming the Pond and Forest School Area
The pond and Forest School area had become quite overgrown with many path ways and the pond
damaged by storms and floods. Though the area has been usable, it had been in desperate need of some
TLC. I am happy to say that a couple of weeks ago the lovely Mrs Hawkett and her partner volunteered to
come into school on a Saturday morning and completely trimmed back the whole site. As if that wasn’t
amazing enough, in the afternoon Mr Armstrong and his brother-in-law, Matt Legg, appeared and cut back
an overhanging holly tree and several other trees that were blocking the route around the pond.
I cannot thank all of the volunteers that worked so hard that day enough, though there is still much to do
the site already looks so much better. Miss Jackson
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Year 3
Summer Science : Where has Peter Pan’s Shadow Gone?
In Science this term the children in Year three have been trying so hard to
locate Peter Pan’s shadow as it went missing! In the first week they did an
investigation to identify opaque, translucent and transparent materials so
that they could work out the best material to make his replacement
shadow. This week in groups they created characters and retold the story.
They worked so well in groups and the results were fantastic. Well done
year 3!

Glorious Greeks: A workshop in school
At the start of the term, we had a theatre group visit to launch our new topic ‘Gods & Mortals’. The
children found out about major historic events in Greece and tales linked to many gods and goddesses
included Zeus, Athena, Hera, Poseidon and Hades.

Year 4
It’s been another fun filled half term for Year 4 with lots going on! We started our Cornerstones topic of
‘Burps, Bottoms and Bile’ by looking at how the digestive system works. The children learnt about this by
using: Weetabix, water, a banana and… a pair of tights! These items represented different parts of the
digestive system and how food makes its way through it, all the way to when you need to go to the toilet!
During our Cornerstones topic we also learnt about teeth and the different jobs
they do. It was fun thinking about how different liquids can affect the enamel
on our teeth. We put eggshells into 5 liquids and saw the effects of what
happened to the egg shells over a period of time. The children now know which
drinks can damage their teeth!
Alongside our Cornerstones topic, some of Year 4 also enjoyed a residential to
PGL. They got to experience lots of new activities they hadn’t tried before
including archery, rock climbing and fencing. Many of the children came home
saying they had learnt new skills which they can use later on in life.
As we move onto the final half term with our classes, we all look forward to
more fantastic learning, spending time with the children and preparing them for
Year 5.

Year 5
Chaos descended on Year 5 when the chairs, who were
protesting after weeks of abuse, went on strike leaving
the children with no choice but to work on the floor! In
order to convince the chairs to return, the children had
to write persuasive letters showing empathy for the
chairs’ plight. Following this, the children became
reporters to investigate the event and produce news
reports.
To launch our Time Traveller topic, Year 5 designed their own time machines and considered where in
time (future or past), they might like to go on an adventure. Through art, they explored the surrealist art of
Salvador Dali and used this to inspire their own work around a surrealist clock.

Year 6
This half term in Year Six, we have been studying Frozen Kingdoms!
The children researched the Arctic and Antarctic and learnt more
about some famous explorers of these regions before creating their
own amazing fact posters in groups.
We also dived into the history of the Titanic. Children completed their
own research and then applied this to their writing in a variety of
ways- from diary entries and newspaper reports to short stories and
even poetry! In art, we spent time exploring the beauty of the Aurora
Borealis, the Northern Lights, and captured their ethereal magic in our own pastel sketches.
Each class also took a much-enjoyed trip to the School Pond. We spotted a range of micro-beasts and other
wildlife, including newts, and then classified each creature after analysing their features.
Finally, all the children showed such amazing resilience during their End of Key Stage tests. They worked
incredibly hard and should all be very proud of their efforts. On the Friday, they enjoyed a hard-earned icelolly in the sun!

Woodlands
Kite & Buzzard
This half term, the children have completed a wide range of learning from sketching in Art, learning the
Glockenspiel in music. Kite have been learning about the Romans and their impact on Britain. Buzzard have
been learning about World War 2 and the key people like Anne Frank. They created Anderson Shelters which
proved quite tricky. The children have been engaged thoroughly with our work in English about Varjak Paw
and are looking forward to continuing this after half term.

Fox
Fox class have had a busy half term. Our Year R children enjoyed a trip to the farm with Hedgehog class and
particularly enjoyed the opportunity to stroke the animals and watch the pig race.
Year 1 children have been learning all about town and country and learnt the
fable Town mouse and country mouse.
In our daily sensory circuit sessions we have been developing our gross and fine
motor and working on our balance.
We love our weekly sessions to soft play and Friday fun in Fox class, particularly
choosing a friend from Hedgehogs or Badgers to join us. A few of the Year 1
children are taking part in weekly horse riding sessions with RDA and learning
how to use their voice to control the horse.

Sports News
Football
Y6 attended a football tournament for boys and girls at All Hallows
and both teams performed admirably- the boys even ended up
winning the entire tournament!

Cross Country
Another huge highlight of this past half term has been the Farnham
and Ash Schools Cross country over in Farnham park. A great
number of Year 3’s turned up to run around the park on a blazing hot day and they made us so proud as
they represented the school values of courage and perseverance to complete the course. Who knows…if
they keep this effort up, maybe William Cobbett will be the champions before they leave the school?

Cricket

Eight year six boys played a KS2 Confederation Cricket tournament at Waverley Abbey school on Thursday
19th May. The boys played incredibly well as for many, this was the first time they had played in an official
Kwik cricket match. The team lost the first match but won the second. They qualified into the 3rd/4 th place
final. Despite amazing teamwork and fielding, they narrowly lost by 12 runs. We are so proud of the cricket
team as they showed great sportsmanship and perseverance throughout the tournament.

Art Competition
Thank you and well done again to everyone who entered the Royal
Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show. This year they had over
21,000 entry’s which is fantastic! The standard of work from all of
you was phenomenal. Excitingly, Amelie R in Year 3 was one of two
prize-winners from their Key Stage which was an amazing
achievement as her work was chosen out of 21,000 artworks.
Here are a few examples of some of the wonderful art work
submitted.

Abigail W -Y6

Elviira- Y1

Emma F -Y6

Flower Festival
Year 3 & Year 5 have been busy creating flower art for the recent Flower Festival held at St John’s Church.
The festival was a great success and the display looked stunning with a mix of paint, pastel, pencil and
mixed media creations! Here are some of the wonderful pieces that were on show!

Eco Committee
Over the past few months our school Eco-Committee (the Eco Legends) have been hard at work monitoring
the school’s electricity usage and coming up with ways to reduce it. Part of the plan was to give an
assembly to the school letting them know the different ways they could contribute towards reducing the
school’s electricity usage! Some of the committee presented an assembly and now the whole school is
extra-motivated to switch off lights, turn the thermostat down and turn off devices when not in use.

Governors News
What is a School Governor and What do we Do?
We are all volunteers from a range of backgrounds - some of us have worked in education, others in
industry and commerce. A Governor may be elected by parents, nominated by the Local Authority or
approached by the Governing Board as they have skills that are needed by schools.
In the UK, all state-funded schools (and most private schools) have a Governing Board but it is fair to say
that a lot of people do not understand why, or what we do. In short, it is to help the school run effectively.
We have 3 core functions:
•
•

•

Planning the strategic direction of the school. It is important that there is a medium- and longterm plan for the school and that there is a clear understanding of how we shall achieve this. We
look at policies and approve them as required - we will also suggest changes if we feel it necessary.
Overseeing financial performance of the school and ensuring money is well spent. Larger
expenditure is discussed at our meetings and the school accounts and financial plans are shared
with Governors. We have Governors with the experience and understanding to ask the right
questions, so that we ensure that the budget is on track.
Holding the headteacher or school leadership to account. It is important that we monitor and
understand what is happening in the school and to act as a "critical friend". The Head Teacher and
Deputy attend Governors' Meetings, reporting and answering questions. To allow a deeper
understanding, individual Governors are assigned to specific areas of the school curriculum and to
aspects such as Finance, Health and Safety, Safeguarding and SEND. They meet with staff and
report back on what they are seeing, rather than relying just on what we are being told. You will be
pleased to know that we do see what is said is happening!

The role of a Governor is strategic, rather than operational. We don’t get involved with the day-to-day
running of the school, instead supporting and challenging the school’s leadership team to drive school
improvement. I am very fortunate to be a part of a Governing Board with a very caring group of people
who, just like you and the school staff, want the very best for you and your children.
Nick Somerville

